
Conclusions and suggestions for collaborative future initiatives. 

 

Draft for discussion (English version) 

 

1. After all the colleagues speakers’ interventions in every session, we would 

like to end these very intense, productive and challenging days with some 

words to close this event with an effort of envisioning paths for future 

collaborations. 

 

2. Obviously this is not a programmatic final document but just a draft to be 

discussed all together. Because of that we kindly request you to 

participate with contributions till January the 30th, 2011 to enable the 

redaction of a substantially far richer and more operational document. 

 

3. We will keep in touch with you throughout your e-mail addresses, sending 

you information and updates through the Conference Dossier and the Blog 

Bio-cultural Diversity and Territory just set on line.  

 

Reviewing the Conference main objectives 

 

4. The main objectives of the Conference were: 

 

a. Give the meeting an opportunity for an international debate and a 

large effective interchange of experiences. 

b. Drive the main institutional actors’ attention to the importance of 

territorial approach. 

c. Set the premises for the establishment of a common path for future 

collaboration among institutional actors, networks and international 

organizations.  

      



5. The first objective has been clearly reached. The central aspects of   

concept/subject matter have been highlighted by our colleagues Storti, 

Fonte and Mantino in their session synthesis’ interventions. 

 

6. We extremely thank – INEA and RIMISP - all the speakers for the 

demonstrated high commitment and for all the public truly interested 

participation.  

 

7. We need to connect the objective n.2, in terms of incidence within the 

framework of the public and private action, with the objective n.3, set to 

identify a small and easy managing pool of collaborative initiatives which 

will have to encourage a network of actors to be involved on a long term 

and on different situations, while keeping up the concept of exchange 

between different regions (particularly Europe and Latin America). 

 

8. Events like this are effective if they allow us to find and build common 

spaces and opportunities to think and act for getting closer, in different 

World regions and by different professional and institutional points of 

view. 

 

9. The greatest value added by this Conference has been to set the premises 

to start doing it on a systematic way, highlighting concepts and 

experiences throughout inter-pares relationships between Europe and 

Latin America, understanding our different characteristics but moreover 

focusing on the elements to build bridges and establish articulated 

common discourses. 

 

10.  Doing it by a territorial perspective it’s not a paradox because what we 

have been debating here is not a “micro vision”. Today, looking at 

territories just means the opposite than setting frontiers, than isolating. 



Besides, it means to recognize it selves as part of a collectivity (of 

intercommunicating territories, each one made by its memories, feelings 

of belonging, shared knowledge and practices, its complexities…) with 

specific characteristics, and to relate it selves with the “others” based on 

dialogue and life in common.  

 

11.  Nevertheless, we confirm the need no to close here the chapter, just 

simply thinking it has been a nice useful exchanging event by the 

intellectual perspective. Therefore, we want to end the Conference with a 

relatively small number (and because of that with high possibilities to be 

achieved in a prudential period of time) of paths to be walked for building 

collaborative initiatives on a double level. Doing it will mean to look for 

new funds but also to join other initiatives already on course.  

 

 

POTENTIAL COOPERATION DIRECTIONS/CONTEXTS 

 

1. Fostering human capital and knowledge management in rural 

areas. 

 

12. The leading feature of human and social capital has been the element 

mainly crossing over all the interventions. For institutions building, for 

setting on evidence and promote the cultural heritage and local 

knowledge while keeping it in communication with external 

acknowledgements, for political negotiations, for the innovation stimulus 

and for advancing the management intended on a wider scale. 

13.  Human capital as related to multiple actors, intensively including public 

authorities but also clearly taking into account the distinctive features of 

young people and women to powerfully enable their participation in the 

territory ‘s dynamics not only involving them in isolated micro initiatives. 



 

14.  There are tens of local actors who constitute the essential core of local 

development which frequently feel taken apart and isolated in their 

territories. Then, we need to work with “the excellences”, with “the local 

talents” to make them feeling as part of a network that is much bigger 

than them. To make them feeling less lonely for the fact that they share 

some problems and can find common solutions together. We need to 

enhance the opportunities for them to get in contact and to share 

territorial knowledge in a global and interconnected society. 

 

15.  The Conference stated a call to establish connections among performing 

territories able to show results, with committed public management and 

effectively involved business, with initiatives that achieved the 

capitalization of local active resources, all strongly enhanced by the local 

actors’ dedicated action. This call not only comes from Latin America but 

also from the Rete Rurale Nazionale such as part of the Leader Program 

experiences in Europe. 

 

16.   Some preliminary ideas of viable initiatives to be planned (to be 

prioritized and articulated in the next months): 

 

a. An Intercontinental Learning Route, organized with the 

Corporación Regional PROCASUR (www.procasur.org). We joined 

an agreement with them – which performs a specialized experience 

in this kind of initiatives – to officially announce the possibility to 

develop, in the course of 2011, a Route throughout some selected 

territories in Latin America and in the South Mediterranean Region 

with participants from different World regions. 

b. Territorial Laboratories (something similar to Summer Schools) 

to allow us wisely combining “how to do” with “how to transmit” 



and “how to learn” practices throughout a presentation of some 

successful territory dynamics to other territories’ actors (to know 

more about it please have a look at 

www.rimisp.org/territorioeidentidad2). 

c. Competitive Scholarships for Youth Internships in different 

territories. 

 

 

2.      Establishment of a converging agenda on primary themes 

relevant to Territorial Development. 

 

17.  A review of these days’ debate results will allow setting up a minimum 

agenda on the convergent themes for the common interests between 

Latin America and Europe.  

 

18.  The issue is not about starting new researches but following and 

articulating the ones already on course that are focusing on some themes 

we are interested in and that have been quite clearly indicated in the first 

morning session of the conference. Moreover, other studies have been 

developing in the OECD context and in other countries that today make 

the difference such as Brazil, for example. 

 

19.  One of the biggest concern the Conference brought us is how models, 

typologies, qualitative and quantitative data related to territorial dynamics, 

futures sceneries’ perspectives, as to say all the knowledge coming from 

the research can substantially increase the capacity to inform and 

contribute to the formulation and implementation of public policies? Which 

ones are the virtuous times for that and which ones the virtuous paths to 

be chosen to generate an effective change on the different levels of the 

public action?  



20.  To accomplish that we need to go over just the record process and the 

systematic management of good practices and case histories. We have to 

set up analytical codes/categories able to allow us – based on a shared 

study and discussions – scaling up the results for raising a bigger and 

more committed critical mass in contemporary rural societies’ changes.  

 

21.   Some preliminary ideas of viable initiatives to be planned  

 

a. Looking for the way to connect more and better the existing 

networks involved in the conceptualization and the operation of the 

territorial approach, coordinating a virtual platform to facilitate a 

distant dialogue in different languages. 

b. Proceeding with the project of a shared publication between 

INEA, RIMISP and other partners to adequately contain and 

present all the Conference interventions with a large diffusion on 

the two regions. This initiative could be added to the debates 

promoted by the OECD on the New Rural Paradigm, enlarging the 

range of networks and actors involved, to continue looking for 

common dialogue contexts between Latin America and Europe, 

among sectors and international agencies. We suggest including in 

these processes some new integrated instances just born such as 

ONU Women, to promote the participation of subjects and focuses 

not always considered as central in the territorial development. 

c. Evaluating the opportunity to organize another Meeting of 

Territorial Actors and Networks involved in a sustainable 

territorial development (date and place on consideration: Brazil, 

November 2011). 

  

 

 


